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124 Book Notices. [Aug., 

A New Book on John's Gospel. 

The Gospel of Spiritual Insight, being Studies in the Gospel of St. John. 
By Charles F. Deems, D. D. , LL. D. New York : Wilbur B. Ketcham. 
Pp.365. Price $1.50. 

The legion of books on St. John's Gospel is being augmented by a special 
number of works which aim to supply the demand of Sunday School teachers 
who are during the present months engaged in teaching this portion of Scrip- 
ture. Almost all these writings are serious earnest attempts to get at the 
meaning and teaching of the Gospel. Some are in the nature of the case 
ephemeral. Some will make permanent additions to our knowledge and re- 
main in use long after the present unusual interest in the book has passed 
away. 

The pages in which Dr. Deems has sought to convey the lessons of some of 
these wonderful chapters are marked by his peculiar qualities of mind, bright- 
ness, elasticity, breadth, together with an evangelical spirit and not a little 
warmth of feeling. His purpose is a practical one. ' ' We are employed " as he 
says "in these pages with what may cultivate our spiritual insight, and not in 
criticism. " He has produced what is in some respects a helpful book and a 
stimulating one. There are few dull passages to be found in it. Some are 
even sensational. The art of the practised preacher is manifest in the group- 
ing and the expression of thought. Some real expository work appears. Dr. 
Deems has made a distinct advance upon his previous book of a similar char- 
acter on the Epistle of James. 

Of course a writer cannot be expected to give reasons for his critical conclu- 
sions in a popular book like this, but he ought to be careful to avoid positive 
assertions on doubtful passages. Some slips of this kind disfigure the book in 
hand. John 3 : 16 is said to be reported by John "from the lips of Jesus," 
when even so devout a scholar as Westcott regards it as a comment by the 
Evangelist upon the preceding speech of Jesus ; and most commentators agree 
with him. Some clever but indefensible interpretations are given, the most 
notable being of the passage usually translated " Woman, What have I to do 
with thee ? Mine hour is not yet come." Under the expositor's manipultation 
it becomes " What to thee and Me, woman ? Has not My hour come ?" or as 
paraphrased " You dear woman, you allow even the little discomforts of your 
neighbors to harass you ; what responsibility have you in the case ? Do not 
fret." "And then there arose up in Him the feeling that He had reached a 
crisis in His career as He asked ' And what to me ?' There may have been a 
pause and look of profound meditation and the sweep of a majestic light over 
His countenance as He said in deeply impassioned tones and as if in soliloquy, 
' Has not My hour come ?' " .... " The miracle-working power now first 
stirred within Jesus." This is indeed clever but there is altogether too much 
" insight " in it. How will Dr. Deems interpret Mark 1 : 24 ; 5:7 and parallel 
passages along this line ? There the "possessed man" may be regarded as ask- 
ing our Lord, What have we — you and I — to do with this little matter? Do not 
fret etc. Again, Dr. Deems will have to reckon with the fact that there is 
stronger evidence to support the view that Jesus awoke to his miracle-working 
power at the time of His baptism and that during the temptation, immediately 
following, this consciousness of His was the object of the fiercest assaults of 
Satan. 

So much for Dr. Deems' exegetical work which, when it leaves beaten paths, 
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is as brilliant as it is untrustworthy. Other instances are 3:5 "of water and 
spirit," where " water" is identified with the " word of God ;" 5 : 19, "The Son 
can do nothing of Himself," i. e. " outside of Himself," " apart from his own 
nature," which is manifestly out of all harmony with this context ; 14 : 2 " many 
mansions," i. e. "here the disciples are in training, and must often be in camps 
and tents . . . each shall have his mansion there ;" 17 : 3, " This is life 
eternal," etc., where " to know Thee, the only true God" etc., is diluted and 
distorted into " receiving and assimilating two truths," that the Father is the 
only true God and so is Jesus the Christ. The close of the chapter on the 
Good Shepherd is spoiled by the retention of the mistake of the A. V. "one 
fold, one shepherd. The uncouth and unnecessary word " Evangely " is 
constantly employed to indicate the " Gospel Message " •' the Evangel." These 
are some of the more serious blemishes upon a book which has been expected 
with a good deal of interest but which, while it has many excellent qualities, 
offers too many oddities and idiosyncrasies of interpretation and crudities of 
scholarship to recommend it for general use by students of the Gospel of John. 

Paul's Latest Biographer. 

Spiritual Development of St. Paul. By the Rev. George Matheson, D. D. 
New York : A. D. F. Randolph & Co. Pp. 324. 

Words cannot too highly praise this new book on St. Paul for the stimulating 
quality of its thought and the self -convincing weight of much of its impressive 
argument. It is emphatically a new book, new in method and object. The 
purpose is to trace the inner biography of the Apostle Paul. The method is 
to draw the materials for this study not from historical memorials which may 
be available but from the Apostle's own writings. The book thus becomes in 
some sense an autobiography in which the task of the editor is merely to 
gather, arrange in orderly fashion, connect and discuss the various and frag- 
mentary elements of the material which throw light upon the subject. Now 
while every biographer of Paul has done this in - disconnected and imperfect 
way, it is the feature of Dr. Matheson 's book th*. is object has been fore- 
most and the accomplishment of it reasonably full, comprehensive and satis- 
factory. Every subsequent biographer will have to reckon with this book. It 
will modify more or less profoundly all our conceptions of the man, and its line 
of thought will be gone over with carefulness, perhaps to correct and dislodge 
some of Dr. Matheson's favorite ideas, but with increasing confidence in the 
fruitfulness of the line of thought itself as well as with resulting impulses to 
apply the method to other Scripture characters. What possibilities in a 
" spiritual development of St. John," following him through the Apocalypse, 
the Gospel and the Epistles ! 

A brief outline of Dr. Matheson's discussion must suffice to hint at its rich 
fullness and suggestiveness. The peculiarity of Paul's elementary Christian 
experience is that he began with a vision of the divine Christ not with a personal 
relation to the historic earthly Jesus. Hence Christianity from the first came 
to him with a sense of exaltation. But conjoined with this is a sense of personal 
humiliation, the " thorn " which is a physical weakness probably of the eye- 
sight. It is in his attitude toward this " thorn," the religious experience 
which it involves, that the key to his spiritual development is found. Thrice 
he besought the Lord to remove it but in vain. Here are three great spiritual 
struggles hinted at. First, he was overcome with a sense of the disgrace of 



